
'Regions For Economic Change – Building Sustainable Growth', 
20 -21 May 2010 - Brussels, Charlemagne Building & Square Meeting Centre
Thursday, 20 May 2010

	Conference Module 1: Cooperation for sustainable growth

	Location: Charlemagne Conference Centre, Rue de la Loi 170, 1049 Brussels

	8:30 – 9:30
Registration and welcome coffee

	9:30 – 12:00
Workshop session: Cooperation and capitalisation processes

	Room: Alcide de Gasperi
	Room: Jean Durieux
	Room: Sicco Mansholt

	9:30 – 11:15
	10:15 – 12:00
	9:30 – 11:15

	Workshop 1A
	Workshop 1B
	Workshop 1C

	INTERREG IVC:
From networking to policy change - Building on good practice to improve regional policy"
	URBACT II:
Improving the impact of territorial cooperation on local policies - Networking for change 
	INTERACT & ESPON:
Knowledge management of European cooperation programmes

	This workshop will present the first results and draw some lessons from the first round of Fast Track projects approved in 2008. It will consider the current challenges of the process of capitalisation, and how the lessons learned can be beneficial for wider audience, in order to better serve the objectives of regional policy.

Finally, it will present the first outcomes of a pilot action decided by the Monitoring Committee on the programme sub-theme ‘Innovation, Research and Technology Development’ (projects supported in this sub-theme will be the subject of a more detailed analysis).


	This session will focus on the Local Action Plans which cities and Managing Authorities have been developing over the past two years. 

The workshop plans to explore success factors in the conception, drafting and implementation of the Local Action Plans, looking at the concrete experiences of the five active Fast Track Networks.
	The workshop will focus on the present achievements made in the field of knowledge production and management within the ESPON and the INTERACT programmes.

In particular, the workshop will include practical examples in relation to the use and integration of data, maps and statistical analysis in relation to thematic fields which can be valuable working tools to ETC programmes. This may include the possibility of generating maps on selected themes combining thematic project priorities with economic, social and environmental indicators related to the same themes.

	Chair: Jean-Marc Venineaux, European Commission, Regional Policy DG
Speakers: 

· Thomas Spriet, European Affairs Unit, Nord-Pas de Calais Region, Managing Authority of INTERREG IVC programme (FR)
· John Walsh, European Commission, Regional Policy DG

· Benjamin Kuscher, Lead Partner, RAPIDE project and Sir Harry Studholme, Chairman, South West of England Regional Development Agency (UK)
· Elsa Pilone, Lead Partner, B3 REGIONS project (IT)
· Kincso Izsak, European Commission, Enterprise & Industry DG

· Guido Acchioni, European Commission, Information Society DG
· Michel Lamblin, INTERREG IVC Programme Director (FR)
· Christian Saublens, Executive Manager, EURADA network (BE)
Rapporteur: José Ruiz de Casas, European Commission, Regional Policy DG
	Moderators: 

· Hervé Masurel, Inter-ministerial Delegate for Urban Affairs, Director of the URBACT II Managing Authority (FR) [tbc]

· Władysław Piskorz, Head of Unit, European Commission, Regional Policy DG

Speakers:

Representatives from cities and Managing Authorities of the five URBACT II Fast Track Networks:

· UNIC – Urban Network for Innovation in Ceramics

· HerO – Heritage as opportunity

· Open Cities

· RegGov – Urban-regional governance 
· Building Healthy Communities
Rapporteur/Workshop organiser: Zsolt Szokolai, European Commission, Regional Policy DG
	Chair: Colin Wolfe, Head of unit, European Commission, Regional Policy DG

Speakers: 

· Sabine Stoelb, Coordination Cooperation Territoriale, Ministère du dévéloppement durable et des infrastructures, Département de l'Aménagement du Territoire (LU)

· Matteo Malvani, Head of the INTERACT Programme Secretariat (SK)
· Matt Nichols, Coordinator of INTERACT Point Viborg (DK)
· Peter Mehlbye, Director, ESPON 2013 Programme (LU)
Rapporteur: Viktoria Varga Lencses, European Commission, Regional Policy DG




	Regions for Economic Change Fast Track Projects – Action Plan Launch

	INTERREG IVC action plan presentation to the Commissioner for Regional Policy Johannes Hahn
	URBACT II action plan presentation to the Commissioner for Regional Policy Johannes Hahn

	11:15 – 12:00 Charlemagne conference centre
	9:30 – 10:15 Charlemagne conference centre


12:00 – 13:30
Lunch: Sandwich buffet
	Conference Module 2: Consensus for sustainable growth

	Location: Square Meeting Centre, Rue Ravenstein 2, 1000 Brussels

	14:00 – 15:00
Registration and welcome coffee

	15:00 – 17:30
Political forum moderated by Ulf Wickbom, Swedish journalist


Opening address by Johannes Hahn, Commissioner for Regional Policy

Cohesion Policy Contribution to Smart Growth – An Economy based on Knowledge and Innovation
Key-note speech by Máire Geoghegan-Quinn, Commissioner for Research and Innovation

Key-note speech by Luc Soete, Director, UNU-MERIT: "Long-term Research and Innovation Policies for Sustainable Growth"
Panel discussion: 
Dirk Ahner, Director-General, DG Regional Policy

Juan Tomás Hernani, Secretary General for Innovation, Spanish Presidency


Lambert van Nistelrooij, MEP, REGI Committee, European Parliament

Cohesion Policy Contribution to a More Resource Efficient, Greener and Competitive Economy 
Key-note speech by Janez Potočnik, Commissioner for Environment
Key-note speech by Claudia Kemfert, Head of the Department at the German Institute of Economic Research (DIW Berlin) and Professor at 
Hertie School of Governance: "Sustainable Energy and Climate Change: Challenges for Regional Policy Solutions"
Panel discussion:
Katarína Mathernová, Deputy Director-General, DG Regional Policy

Christine Chapman, Committee of the Regions


Matthias Kollatz-Ahnen, Vice-President, European Investment Bank
Closing address by Johannes Hahn, Commissioner for Regional Policy


17:30 – 18:30
Cocktail reception
	RegioStars Awards 2010

	Location: Square Meeting Centre, Rue Ravenstein 2, 1000 Brussels

	18:30 – 19:30
RegioStars Awards 2010: Award Ceremony (including for the first time two CityStars categories) 

Moderated by Ulf Wickbom, Swedish journalist, with the participation of

Johannes Hahn, Commissioner for Regional Policy


Jan Olbrycht, Member of the European Parliament (Chairman of the RegioStars Jury)


RegioStars jury:
Guido Albertini, Rob Atkinson, Gareth Hughes, Olga Pietruchová, Luc Soete, Iván Tosics, Massimo Vella


19:30 

Buffet dinner

Friday, 21 May 2010
	Conference Module 3: Action for sustainable growth

	Location: Charlemagne Conference Centre, Rue de la Loi 170, 1049 Brussels

	08:00 – 09:00
Registration and welcome coffee

	
Workshop session (in two parts): Action for sustainable growth

	Room: Alcide de Gasperi
	Room: Sicco Mansholt
	Room: Jean Durieux

	Workshop 2A
	Workshop 2B
	Workshop 2C

	Low Carbon Economy:

Energy Efficiency in Regions and Cities
	Sustainable ICT solutions
	Greening cities:

Re-using brown fields for innovation and sustainable growth

	While the sustainability of the economic model prior to the 2008 financial crisis is in question, the urgency for the EU to move towards a low carbon and resource efficient economy is widely recognised.

The workshop aims to update on recent policy developments to promote sustainable energies, as well as to share good practices regarding how regions have taken a proactive approach to ensure their sustainability through these energy sectors. Given the fact that 71% of population live in cities and 70% of CO2 emissions are generated there, examples of how cities tackle the challenge will be discussed.
	In order to tap the full potential of the digital economy, regional policy should contribute to an ambitious European Digital Agenda. ICT has the potential to increase business competitiveness, deliver effective public services and promote social inclusion. In this sense, ICT uptake can increase SME productivity and stimulate innovation and creativity as well as making government services easier and more efficient to deliver. Moreover, digital inclusion and skills are necessary for tackling an inclusive social market economy throughout the Union, including remote rural areas.

This seminar intends to explore policy avenues and examples of good practice to tackle these challenges: "E-inclusion", "E-business" and "ICT uptake in rural areas.
	Re-using urban brown field and contaminated landfill sites is socially, economically, environmentally and culturally important for the development of our cities and regions. Using this potential means contributing to sustainable growth and is a valuable alternative to urban sprawl. Within Cohesion Policy programmes, brown field re-development is an important, re-occurring topic which is often linked to innovation-based, economic objectives. 

The workshop focuses on how cities and regions can successfully manage related challenges and develop projects to re-use abandoned urban industrial, military or port sites. The creation of partnerships for financing re-development activities and the coordination of land-use policies and EU funding will be important issues to be addressed.

	09:00 – 10:45
Workshop session, part 1: Challenges and opportunities

	Chair: Katarína Mathernová, Deputy Director General European Commission, Regional Policy DG

Round table discussion moderated by Frederic Simon, Editor of Euractiv.com
· Michael Hogan, Programme Director, European Climate Foundation (US)
· Stephan Singer, Global Energy Policy Director, WWF (DE)
· Pierre Calame, President of the Council of "Charles Léopold Mayer Foundation for Human Progress" (FR)
Policy making discussion

· Maud Skäringer, European Commission, Regional Policy DG

· Jean-Luc Sadorge, Director for Agriculture, Forest, Tourism and Environment at Regional Council of Alsace, (FR)

· Joan Antoni Baron, Deputy-President of Diputació de Barcelona & Mayor of Mataro (ES)

Rapporteur: Susanna Ala-Kurikka, Journalist at EurActiv.com
	Chair: Rudolf Niessler, Director, European Commission, Regional Policy DG

Speakers:

· Luc Soete, Director, UNU-MERIT, RegioStars Jury member (NL) 
· Councillor  Sue Murphy,  Deputy Leader of Manchester City Council (UK)
· Ken Ducatel, European Commission, Information Society DG

Discussant: Mikel Landabaso, Head of unit, European Commission, Regional Policy DG

Rapporteur: Gareth Hughes, CEO, European Regional Information Society Association (eris@), RegioStars Jury member (UK)
 
	Chair: Nicholas Martyn, Director, European Commission, Regional Policy DG

Speakers: 

· Dirk Engelke, Karlsruhe University (DE)

· René Beijnen, SufalNet4EU lead partner (NL)
· Uwe Ferber, Projektgruppe Stadt und Entwicklung (DE)
· Iván Tosics, Urban development Expert and RegioStars Jury Member (HU)
Discussant: Peter Ramsden, URBACT Thematic Pole Manager (UK)
Rapporteur/Workshop organiser: Gábor Novotny, Merja Haapakka, European Commission, Regional Policy DG


10:45 – 11:15
Coffee break

	11:15 – 13:00
Workshop session, part 2: Responses and good examples from the regions

	Chair: Fabrizio Barbaso, Deputy Director General, European Commission, Energy DG

Speakers:

· Jan Kriz, Director, Department of EU funds, Ministry of Environment (CZ)

· Mirja Adler, Head of Housing Division, KredEx (EE)

· Valius Serbenta, Director, Housing and urban development agency (LT)

· Juan Alario, Head of Division “Energy Efficiencies and Renewables", European Investment Bank 

Rapporteur: Susanna Ala-Kurikka, Journalist at EurActiv.com
	Chair: Detlef Eckert, Director, Information Society and Media DG
Speakers: 

· Vittorio Vallero, B3 Regions (IT)

· RegioStars winner "Broadband coverage in less developed regions"

· RegioStars winner "ICT applications for e-inclusion"

· RegioStars winner "ICT applications for/by SME's"

· Rocio Rubio, Lead partner, PIKE (IE)

Discussant: Reka Rozsavogy, European Commission, Regional Policy DG

Rapporteur: Gareth Hughes, CEO, European Regional Information Society Association (eris@) RegioStars Jury member (UK)


	Chair: Nicholas Martyn, Director, European Commission, Regional Policy DG

Speakers:
· CityStars winner "Innovative use of brown field sites"

· CityStars finalist "Innovative use of brown field sites"
· Robert Michalsky, Zachodniopomorskie Regional Government (PL)

· Ana Oregi, Department of Urbanism: Planification, Vitoria-Gasteiz City (ES)

· Lubor Válek, Barbora Hrdinová, Point.CZ (CZ)
Discussant: Peter Ramsden, URBACT Thematic Pole Manager (UK)
Rapporteur/Workshop organiser: Alexander Ferstl, Merja Haapakka, European Commission, Regional Policy DG

	13:00 – 14:30
Lunch buffet (14.30 End of the conference)
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