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UNESCO-L’OREAY. Co-Sponsored Fellowships for Young Women
in Life Sciences - 2009

Subject:

Madam/Sir,

On behalf of the Director-General, I have the pleasure of informing you that
L’OREAL has generously agreed to renew the offer to finance fifteen fellowships
for the promotion of young women who are carrying out research in the life
sciences all over the world. It is hoped that in this manner impetus can be given to
research in life sciences and to enhancing the involvement of deserving young
women scientists in research that can confribute actively to the solution of
challenging problems. Indeed, L’OREAL has allocated the sum of US$ 600,000
divided into fifteen fellowships of US$ 40,000 each over a period of two years for
fellows fulfilling the requirements stated in annex.

Aware of your Government’s interest in the promotion and the enhancement
of the role of young women, we are confident that a great importance to these
fellowships will be given. I should be grateful if you could transmit this offer to
interested governmental and non-governmental bodies. In particular, universities,
scientific research institutes and institutes of higher education should be
encouraged to nominate meritorious candidates.

The target group, eligibility criteria, conditions for application, application
procedure and terms of the fellowships are set out in the annex to this [etter, To
enable the Selection Committee to make the best possible choice, T should be
grateful if you would arrange for your country’s candidates (maximum four) to
duly complete, sign and return the required forms and documents. All the
applications should be sent by 30 June 2008 to UNESCO, Fellowships
Programme Section, 7 Place de Fontenoy, 75352 Paris (an advance copy may be
sent by fax: +33.1.45.68.55.03 or by e-mail on the following addresses:

raidicunesco.ory and gz,ds\mz»-di‘z;cmms’ff?um;»«:w.;):';_g (as a Word or PDF

document exclusively).

4 February 2008
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The programme is offered in open competition. As the number of
fellowships put at the disposal of UNESCO under this programme is limited, only
candidates with the necessary qualifications, who demonstrate outstanding

intellectual qualities, imagination and personal commitment, will have a chance of
being selected.

I'am confident that this joint venture will serve to strengthen UNESCO’s

efforts to promote the participation of young women scientists in global
development issues.

Please accept, Madam/Sir, the assurances of my highest consideration.

Ahmed Sayyad
Assistant Director-General
for External Relations and Cooperation

ANNEX

UNESCO-L’OREAL Co-Sponsored Fellowships for Young
Women in Life Sciences — 2009



A, INTRODUCTION

Within the framework of the UNESCO Co-Sponsored Fellowships Scheme,
a joint programme has been launched with L’OREAL with a view to promoting
the contribution of young women - from all over the world — in research
developments in the field of life sciences. L’OREAL has renewed its generous
offer of 15 fellowships for deserving young women originating from UNESCO’s
Member States, who, through their enthusiasm and innovative research are
making valuable contributions to further the development of life sciences.

The UNESCO-L’OREAL fellowships scheme focuses on UNESCO’s
premise that people are the world’s greatest resource and that innovation and
excellence, especially among the young women community, deserve to be
stpported and encouraged through the concerted efforts of the international
community. The award of the fellowships constitutes a key strategy through
which impetus is being given to the enhancement of the role of women in devising

scientific solutions to problems confronting humankind in the twenty-first century.

B.  TARGET GROUP

The programme is designed to identify and reward fifteen deserving,
committed and talented young women scientists, from all over the world, active in
the field of life sciences. With a view to ensuring that a balanced geographical
representation is made, a maximum of three young women, from each of the five
geo-cultural regions of the world, will be awarded fellowships.

Candidates must already be engaged in pursuing research at the doctoral or
post-doctoral level in one or allied fields of life sciences including biology,
biochemistry, biotechnology, agriculture, medicine, pharmacy and
physiology. Projects involving animal models (i.e. experimentation using
vertebrate laboratory animals) are rejected, and proposals in the area of
cosmetics research are NOT encouraged; preference is given to non cosmetic
researches.

Special attention will be given to candidatures from the Least Developed
Countries (LDCs).

C.  ELIGIBILITY

Applicants (maximum four from cach applying National Commission) must
meet the following general criteria:

I- The National Commission must endorse all applications. UNESCO cannot
entertain applications from individuals.

2- Candidates must be no more than 35 years old. Thus, applicants born before
['January 1974 will not be considered under this programme.

3= Preference will be given fo candidates already possessing at the time of

application a Ph.D. d

However, candidatures

sivalent) in the field of the life sciences.
nts pursuing studies/research leading tc

o be eniertained.

1S
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4- Only candidates with the necessary qualifications, who demonstrate
outstanding intellectual promise and personal qualities, will be considered
under this programme.

5- Candidates must be proficient in reading and writing the language of
instruction in the proposed country of study.

6- Applicants must be in good health, both physically and mentally.

7- Candidates may not be in receipt of another fellowship/grant for the project
or for the period covered by the fellowship application. If the candidate
receives another award, scholarship or fellowship for the proposed research,
she should inform UNESCO immediately and her application will be reviewed
and may be withdrawn.

CONDITIONS FOR APPLICATION:

Field of study: Life Sciences
Closing date for receipt of applications: 30 June 2008
Duration of proposed study/research: 12 months

With possibility of extension for additional: 12 months

Duration of stay in the host country/laboratory:

At least half of the period of the fellowship must be undertaken abroad, for
a minimum duration of 6 months and a maximum duration of 12 months. If
an extension is granted then duration abroad is minimum 12 months and
maximum 22 months. In the latter case, the applicant is requested to
complete the studies in her own country for a minimum of two months.

Possible date of commencing the project :
Any time between I March 2009 &1 March 2010

Requirements for application for an extension of the fellowship:
The following documents should be submitted 3 months before the ending
date of the fellowship:

i . Three letters of recommendation issued by

(a) the host institution,
(b) the research supervisors at the host institution, and
(c) the academic institution/laboratory in the fellow’s home country;

il. A research report on progress to date on the project and a proposal
Justifying the need for an extension with details of the work to be done

iti. A budget estimate specifying how the second grant will be utilised.
Applications for extension may only be made for the project for which the
original fellowship was granted
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ficiary must agree to return to

7. Upon termination of the fellowship, the be
her country so that the knowledge acquired may be put to good use in focal

research and training programmes.

E.  APPLICATION PROCEDURES:

All applications must be submitted with the required documentation on the
prescribed and enclosed application forms. Each Member State may nominate up
to a2 maximum of four candidatures. It is the National Commission’s
responsibility to select candidates that it wishes to submit to UNESCO. The
National Commission is also invited to seelk the cooperation of the local
scientific community to ensure high standard candidatures that will then
have more chances of being selected. The application(s) should reach the
Fellowships Programme Section (ERC/RPO/FELL UNESCO (7, Place de
Fontenoy 75352 Paris 07P) before 30 June 2008. An electronic copy of this Jetter
and the application form js available on the following site:
ht?p:,"f’}é:»r’;zlfks:h:x:(uqf‘gm eV php-URL D= T4633& URL DO~ TOPICEURL SECTION 200 e
An  advance €opy may be sent by fax on the following  number-
00.33.1.45.68.55.03. or by e-mail on the following addresses: azaiditunesco.org
and c.dimrmzif‘z.zmzm}';{,z«.srms;cu,ur;; as a Word or PDF document exclusively.

L. The application must have the following attachments: _

a} The UNESCO Fellowship application form duly completed, in English or

in French, in duplicate. Two recent photographs should be included with

the form. _
b) An e-mail address regularly used by the candidate. :
¢) Certified copies of degree or diplomas (including transcript of grades) in

duplicate. Proof either of having obtained a Ph.D. degree or of being in

the process of studying for a Ph.D. degree must be included,

d) A list of publications, if any. =
e) A letter of recommendation from someone familiar with the candidate’s

work.
f) A host institute’s letter of acceptance (i.e. the institute that has accepted

the candidate for work should she be selected for a fellowship). This letter -

of acceptance must indicate the name of the academic supervisor, the date
and duration, and the host institute’s willingness to provide the relevant
training facilities required by the candidate in the chosen field of
specialization.

g) The certificate of laneua e proficiency (on UNESCO form) duly
completed in duplicate for the language of the country of study (should
this be different from the candidate’s mother tongue) and signed by the
competent authority.

h) A detailed description, one to two page(s) (maximum), in either English
or_French, of the research work for which the candidature is being put
forward. The research proposal should cover the following points:

5

® Why? The concrete nature of the proposed project’s contribution o the
life sciences: its innovative, original aspects; and the scope and purpose
of the research project. The candidate should demonstrate that the
sasons of the theoretical and practical knowledge or training acquiredat =
e beneficial to her on-going

)

> host faboratory would
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¢ What? The expected results or impact of the research project being
undertaken.

* How? Describe the proposed arrangements for conducting the research.

»  Where? The proposed country, where research will be undertaken
and the name and address of the host institute/laboratory.

¢  When? The time-framework explicitly stating the proposed starting date
and the suggested duration of research which should be of twelve
months maximum. Because the possibility for extension exists, it would
be useful also to give an indication of further development of the project
beyond the 1-year time frame.

¢ How much? A detailed budget estimate indicating the resources
required for the candidate to undertake the proposed research. The
amount should not exceed USD20,000. All figures must be shown in
US dollars and must be stated on a separate page. The total amount
indicated should cover, exclusively, the international or domestic travel
costs for the proposed itinerary and tuition fees, if any, including
personal subsistence abroad, etc. Applicants should be realistic in
compiling their estimated budgets, and consider that an average of
USD1500 per month for accommodation and meals (including local
transportation and incidentals) should not be exceeded. Applications
where funds requested are judged to be excessive in relation to the
objectives and importance of the project are likely to be considered for a

smaller grant.

The following costs are not eligible: computer or equipment purchases;
publication costs; attendance at conferences, unless a case can be made that such
attendance is an integral part of the research and would make a direct and
significant contribution to the outcome of the development of life sciences.

2. UNESCO and L’OREAL allocate the greatest importance to originality
and quality. Consideration will be given only to well-structured projects that
demonstrate innovation, creativity and relevance, and which are likely to
contribute to enhance knowledge in life sciences.

3. Files which are incomplete or which are received after the deadline for
application, as well as candidatures that do not meet the requirements mentioned
above, will not be taken into consideration.

4. Additional information on the results of the past years’ programme can be
obtained by consulting the following website: www.forwomeninscience.com

F. FACILITIES OFFERED BY UNESCO-L’OREAL

The awards financed by L’OREAL, and managed and administered by
UNESCO will consist of the following:
- A financial contribution, not to exceed UsD20,000 per year for each
selected beneficiary to support her on-going research proposal, with
the possibility of an extension for a second year,

- Round-trip travel for the selected beneficiaries from their country of
residence to Paris, France, (date not vet determined) to attend an
awards ceremony (sine qua nown condition for the award of the
fellowship).



Lodging and pocket money during the stay in Paris for the awards
ceremony.
A certificate attesting to the special award.

SELECTION OF BENEFICIARIES

o

A special Selection Committee made up of representatives of UNESCO,
L’OREAL, and Life Sciences research community or institutions will make the
selection of the candidates. The International Basic Science Programme (IBSP)
will be also consulted during the selection process, A member of the IBSP may
take part in the selection.

Only selected candidates will be contacted by UNESCO.

T —

Candidates who | ried of their selection
by end of September 2608 should consider that their
ications have not been approved in the selection process.

s

appl

i




APPENDIX

UNESCO-L’'OREAL Co-Sponsored Fellowships for Young Women in
Life Sciences - 2009

INFORMATION SHEET

Family name:----- y
First name e ;
Country:- - e

Date of birth: e T

Last Diploma obtained: S

Present occupation:- e

e-mail:

Field of research:- -
Froject title:
Name of Host Institution:——--ecceooeeceeeecee
Name of Supervisor: S
Full Address of Host Institution:

Duration of the project: o
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ months  from: to
---------------- months  from: to -

I certify that the above information is complete and accurate.
Signature

REQUIRED DOCUMENTS CHECKLIST

0 The application duly filled and signed by the candidate, in English or in French
and endorsed by the appropriate authority of the country that is the National =
Commission for UNESCO of the candidate’s country.
0 Two photos
0 Certified copies of your diplomas or a PhD registration proof in English or in
French in duplicate. -
0 Original or certified copies of the degrees and the transcript of records in
duplicate, in English or in French.
0 A list of publications, if any.
0 A Recommendation letter
0 The language proficiency certificate (enclosed UNESCO Form) duly filled and
signed.
0 Acceptance of Host Institution in English or in French mentioning:
-the name of your supervisor.
-the duration of your stay abroad with exact dates of the beginning as well
as the end of your research there.
O A detailed description of your research project and the expected results in
English or in French.
0 A detailed budget in USD.

NEB: Do not bind the submitted documents,

\if;\?eserved for the Fellowships Programme Section

Date of receipt:
Remarks:



United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Urganization

fes)

e

7, place de Fontenoy, 75352 Paris 07 Sp
tefephone: (33.1) 45.68.10.00
tetex: 204461 Paris
270602 Paris
tefefax UNESCO: (33.1) 45.66.94.29

Instructions: The application form should be accurately. The application should capitals. Where additional space is
submitted by the appropriate govern- be submitted in three copies. The needed, a separate sheet should he
mental body and each part should information requested should be used and attached in three Copies.
be answered completely and either typed or written in ink in block

A. Official presentation

The Government of presents herewits
for a UNESCO fellowship

The undersigned certifies that it is the Government's intention to have (b} assist the feliow in meeting personal and family responsibilities
organized a programme of study such that will permit the candidate during the period of his fellowship by maintaining, if necessary,
to increase his contribution to the development of his country in the continuation of the whole or part of his present remuneration;
future. (c) facilitate employment of the fellow in the assignment mentioned

in this application upon completion of the feliowship.
if a fellowship is granted, the Government wiil:

(a) provide the necessary assistance to the fellow for departure to it is certified that information contained herein is complete and
begin the study programme; accurate.
PRESENTED FOR: BY:

Signature

f’Fami!y name (surname)} First and middie names Nationality Occupation

Please attach photo herel
(Optionat) |
|

|

|

!

!

|

| Mailing address...._ .o
(if different
fFOM DOV}

Country and place of

|




Education

T

Mame, place and country Years attended Degrees, diplomas: Date

of educational establishments from to Indicate main subjects obtained
|

Secondary, technical, etc.

!

|

|

!L

|

|

f _

Post-secondary, university, or equivalent

IMPORTANT: This application is not considered complete unless accompanied by certified copies of diplomas received and academic tran-
scripts of courses followed and grades or marks obtained

Other studies

Mention any other studies undertaken, including training/refresher courses

Fellowships and scholarships

Which of the above studies were undertaken with a feliowship or scholarship? Mention the sponsor of the grant

Visits abroad

List any significant visits abroad not mentioned above

Publications and research

List any significant publications (including publisher and date of publication} and any major research projects undertaken

Languages

Mother tongue:
I Read Understand Speak Write
{spoken}
Other languages
Not Easil Not Fluentl Not Easil Not
easily y easily Y fluently Y easily 5

The UNESCO certificate of language knowledge should be completed and atlached to this application

References

List three persons, not related to the candidate, who can provide information on his/her qualifications. These persons should normally be
teachers or supervisors acquainted with the candidate’s previous academic work

Full name Title and address |

|
|
|
i
L
|




r Datof

o? .,Mvme

ilities

Responsib

o U S S
Present g}@;@a@n
T —e e e e
j Name and dddress of employer Current duties J
Years of service From To |
Name and title of UNESCO expert counterpart
{if any)
C. Training objectives
Nature of studies

Indicate field of study and particular areas of specialization

Should the studies be directed toward obtaining a diploma, degree
or qualification or should the studies have mainly a practical or
applied orientation?

Should the programme include preparation of a thesis or other D
Is the purchase of special equipment required?

iece of research?

Place(s) of study

{rm order of preferenae suggest countries of study and |

undertaken

1. 2.
and/or

list below them any preferences for |

and/or

i

ne institutions fis

sted abov

o

tieascns a




Details of proposed studies
(if additional space is needed, separate sheets should be attached)

Give precise details of studies to be undertaken

|
|
|
|
|
|
i
J
|
|
|
l

Give realistic budget estimates for the fellowship requested {return travel, manthly allowance, tuition fees, etc.)

Expected results and future assignment

Indicate how it is envisaged to make the best use of the results achieved and specify what position will be taken up at the
end of the fellowship with a description of future responsibilities

Candidate’s statement

|

{ If UNESCOC grants me a fellowship 1 agree to take up after my period of study the position to be assigned to me as described
| above. | certify the information | have provided is complete and accurate

H
|
|




United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization

7, place de Fontenoy, 75352 Paris 07 SP
telephone: {33.1) 45.68.10.00

APPLICATION FOR FELLOWSHIP

CERTIFICATE OF LANGUAGE KNOWLEDGE

(1) ABILITY TO UNDERSTAND

(&) Understands without difficulty when addressed at normal rate

(b)  Understands almost everything, if addressed slowly and carefully........c....

(¢} Requires frequent repetition and/or translation of words and phrases

(d} Does not understand spoken 1anguage ... S

(2) ABILITY TO SPEAK

(a) Speaks fluently and accurately and Is easily intelligible
(b}  Speaks intelligibly, but is not fluent or altogether accurate
{c)  Speaks haltingly, and is often at a loss for words and phrases

(8)  ABILITY TO WRITE

(a) Writes with ease and accurately...
{b) Writes slowly and/or with only a moderate degree of accuracy
(c) Writes with difficulty and makes frequent mistakes

(4) READING ABILITY AND COMPREHENSION

{a) Reads fluently, With full COMPIERENSION .....coseeoeeseoseeeesoe e
(b} Reads slowly, but understands almost everything he reads R

{c} Reads with difficulty, and only with frequent recourse to the dictionary ..o

(d) Cannot read e

(5} TECHNICAL LANGUAGE

Certain fellowships require & particular knowledge of specialized or technical language. In such cases,
please evaluate candidate’s ability with reference to paras. 1, 2, and 4 above.

(6) Please indicate any further facts about candidate's language knowledge which may be of value in the
development of his programme:

LANGUAGE TEST HAS BEEN MADE BY AGAIEES? oot

BAP/O027 (2.95)




