
 

Program: «CENTRAL MACEDONIA» 2021-2027 
Action: Innovation Investment Plans» 

 

Project Title: 

«FruitValue - Utilization of second-class fruits for the production of high value-
added products in the Region of Central Macedonia». 

Brief Description: 

The National Center for Research and Technological Development participates in the 
"Central Macedonia" Program of the National Strategic Reference Framework 2021-2027 
through the Action "Investment Innovation Plans" which is co-financed by the European 
Union and National Funding. 

The FruitValue project addresses the pressing need to enhance the competitiveness 
and sustainability of the Greek fruit production sector, particularly in Central Macedonia. 
This region holds a prominent position in global fruit production, excelling in peaches 
and kiwis. Despite this, the sector faces challenges in adapting to modern consumer 
demands and global market conditions. The project emphasizes the holistic utilization 
of fruits, especially second-grade produce, to create high-value products like bioactive 
compounds and natural sugars for food, supplements, and cosmetics. Leveraging 
innovative, green technologies in extraction and encapsulation, FruitValue integrates 
cutting-edge research with local agricultural strengths. Collaborative efforts include a 
private company and academic institutions specializing in food technology, green 
energy, and sustainability. Key outcomes include the pilot production of innovative 
products aligned with market needs, fostering employment, supporting local 
economies, and reducing waste. The project will also deploy advanced tools for 
environmental and techno-economic evaluation, ensuring a cradle-to-grave 
assessment of its methodologies. By doing so, FruitValue aims to position Greek fruit-
based products as competitive players on the global stage, enhance regional innovation, 
and create sustainable, high-value supply chains. 

Expected Impact  

1. Economic Growth and Employment: The project will create new jobs in 
agriculture, research, and production, supporting local economies and retaining 
skilled professionals in Greece. 

2. Innovation and Competitiveness: By developing advanced fruit-based 
products, FruitValue enhances the global competitiveness of Greek agricultural 
outputs. 



3. Environmental Sustainability: Utilizing second-grade fruits reduces waste and 
promotes sustainable practices, aligning with EU environmental goals. 

4. Market Diversification: High-value, consumer-driven products cater to trends 
like organic, clean-label, and vegan options, expanding market opportunities for 
Greek products. 

5. Regional Leadership: Establishing Central Macedonia as a hub for agri-food 
innovation strengthens its role in global agricultural markets. 

 

 

Total Project Budget: 361.833,90 € 

CERTH’s Budget: 90.340,00 € 


