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Greece assumes the Presidency of the Council  

of the European Union 
 
 To fulfill, in close cooperation with our partners  

     M-S  the EU objectives 

While 
 Trying to find a way out the very serious financial  

     crisis the country has been facing for 5 years  
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Greece amidst a very serious financial crisis  

over the last 5 years 

 
 To cope with the crisis through the investment on 

Research and Innovation 

 

 To make the best possible use of the available tools, 

      both Institutional and Funding 
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The priorities of the Hellenic EU Presidency 

in the first semester of 2014 
 

 Growth, jobs and cohesion  
 
 Further integration of EU and Euro zone 
 
 Migrations, borders and mobility 
 
 Maritime policies, {towards a Euro Mediterranean 
Initiative, based on TFEU Article 185} 
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The priorities of the Hellenic EU Presidency on 
Research & Innovation 

Innovation Investment Package Legislative Proposals/ including 
10 legislative initiatives/proposals to establish  

 

- Public-Private Partnerships/PPPs  

                (under article 187 of the EU Treaty)  

and  

- Public - Public Partnerships/PPPs  

                (under article 185 of the EU Treaty)  
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Public – Private Partnership/PPPs 
Joint Technology Initiatives/under Article 187 of the EU Treaty  

 
Proposal for a COUNCIL REGULATION on the Bio-Based  
       Industries Joint Undertaking/Bio-based industries 

 
Proposal for a COUNCIL REGULATION on the ECSEL Joint Undertaking/          
Electronic comp. and systems-ECSEL 

 
Proposal for a COUNCIL REGULATION on the Fuel Cells and Hydrogen 2 Joint 
       Undertaking/Fuel Cells and Hydrogen 2 

 
Proposal for a COUNCIL REGULATION on the Clean Sky 2 Joint Undertaking 
 
Proposal for a COUNCIL REGULATION on the Innovative Medicines  
Initiative 2 Joint Undertaking/Innovative Medicines Initiative 2 
 
Proposal for a COUNCIL REGULATION on the SESAR Joint Undertaking /new    
       generation European air traffic management system  
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Public to Public Partnerships/PΡPs  
(under Article 185 of the EU treaty) 

Legislative Initiatives/Proposals  
 

a Research and Development Programme jointly undertaken by several 
Member States aimed at supporting research performing small and 
medium-sized enterprises 

 
a European Metrology Programme for Innovation and Research jointly 
undertaken by several Member States 

 
the Active and Assisted Living/AAL Research and Development 
Programme jointly undertaken by several Member States 
 
 a second European and Developing Countries Clinical Trials Partnership 
Programme jointly undertaken by several Member States  
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Legislative Initiatives for Space 
 
 

SST–EP and Council Decision establishing a Space Surveillance and tracking 
support programme 

 
Non Legislative Initiative  for Space 

 
EU –European Space Agency/ EU-ESA relations 
    TFEU provides that the Union should establish appropriate  relations 
with ESA (Art. 189) 
EC-ESA Framework Agreement expires in 2016  
Presidency will provide a forum  for discussion in 2014 
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The priorities of the Hellenic EU Presidency on 
Research & Innovation 

                                                                                                                
The establishment/creation of an Article 185 TEFU 
Initiative for the Mediterranean (PRIMA).  
An oriented document to be produced in the Informal 
Council of May 12th-13th, 2014 in Athens  
 
The Mediterranean should be the focus of one of the next 
calls in the frame of the “Blue Growth” 
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Our  strategy is focused on the triptych 

research 

innovation 

Entrepreneurship 
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Pillar 1: Development 
based on knowledge 
and specialisation –

RIS3 

Pillar 2:   
Societal challenges -  

support to public 
policies  

Pillar 3: 
Excellence in 

research 

Development 
challenges 

Societal 
challenges 

Presidency 
priorities 

 
 
 
  

3 Pillars for R&D and Innovation Policy 
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 Tourism ICT Agri-Bio-
Food 

Energy Health & 
Pharmaceuticals 

Key Enabling Technologies (ΚΕΤs)  

Transports & Logistics 

 
Environment / Eco-Innovation 

 

Blue Growth 

1st Pillar 
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AGRI- 
BIOFOOD 

ENERGY 

ICT 

ENVIRONMENT 
SUSTAINABLE 

DEVELOPMENT 

quality of life with emphasis on 
health, energy and the 
environment 
 
innovative, inclusive and secure 
society 
 
quality of public service delivery  

2nd Pillar 
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Creation and support of 
scientific excellence in 
selected sectors important 
for the country  
 
Inhibition of the migration 
flow of scientists, 
especially young and 
specialized ones ('brain 
drain')  
 
Incentives for young 
researchers to return and 
work in Greece 

3rd Pillar 

The aim is to  
enhance  

excellence  
in universities &  
research centers 
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Multilevel and multi source financing for 
achieving our target  
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The “Horizon 2020” 

 

 To improve our participation in the thematic calls, 
   (complementarity with the national actions/activities and the NSFRI) 

 

 Critical importance of the tools addressing the SMEs  

 

 Synergies with the Structural Funds on the basis of a well  

   designed national programme/priorities 
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Energy Agri-food Health 
services and 

pharma 

Tourism - 
culture 

Blue 
economy 

Transport 
and 

logistics 

ICT and 
other KET 

Food 
safety 

Sustainabl
e 

Agricultur
e, 

Bio-
economy 

Leadership in enabling and industrial technologies 

 Innovation in SMEs 

Access to risk finance 

ESFRI 

Health 

Safe, clean and efficient 
energy   

Efficiency of resources   

Marine and 
maritime 
research 

Smart, green and 
integrated transports 
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Hellenic priorities on Research and Innovation 
 
Our main tools are:  
 
1. The New Law for Research and Innovation, 
 
1. The National Strategic Framework for Research and 

Innovation (NSFRI) 2014-2020 
 
1. The “HORIZON 2020” 
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1. The New Law: An “holistic” Innovative approach – all Payers in the R+I process 
To be adopted by the Greek Parliament by the end of February 2014 

A number of innovative provisions of the proposed law: 
 Definition of a National Strategy for Research, Development and Innovation – the action plan to be 

adopted by the Parliament;  

 General Secretariat for Research, Technology and Innovation (GSRTI), acquires a central role, with 
horizontal coordination of activities across Ministries; 

 Establishment of Regional Scientific Councils to activate and coordinate regional initiatives for RDI; 

 National progress assessment on research and innovation, in accordance to the indicators of 
Innovation Union; 

 Incentives to promote the mobility among academia, research and business; 

 Measures for repatriations of Greek scientists from diaspora; 

 Promoting the staircase to excellence – incentives (grants, awards…); 

 GSRTI is foreseen to be actively supporting the efforts for the commercialization of research results 
produced in Research Centers and Universities; 

 “Fast Track” procedures to support RDI investments over 1M€; 

 Funding and monitoring simplification process 
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The National Strategic Framework for  
Research and Innovation 

    

   The tool    :  the Greek HORIZON 2020 
 
   The target:  Growth and Jobs and thus establishing  
                         Greece as the centre of Technology and Innovation  
                         in the wider geographical area 
 

   The vision: INNOVATION GREECE 2020 
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Expecting a very successful Hellenic Presidency and 
HORIZON 2020  

 
Thank you for your attention 

 
Dr. Christos VASILAKOS 

Secretary General for Research and Technology 
 

    http://www.gsrt.gr 
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